
 

City of Cedar Rapids 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Virtual Meeting 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

3:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was brought to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Councilmember Poe; Councilmember Vanorny; Councilmember Hoeger 
 
1. Approval of Minutes 
Councilmember Vanorny motioned to approve the minutes from the April 21, 2021 meeting. Seconded by 
Councilmember Hoeger. The motion carried.  

 
2. Presentation 

a. Design standards and the built environment  
Seth Gunnerson, Community Development Planner, shared a presentation on Design standards and the built 
environment. Gunnerson mentioned that this presentation is about improving new development in 
greenspace areas. He shared an example of images from Iowa City; Court Street and Taft Avenue. He 
shared another image of two developments on Court Street and Taft Avenue. He mentioned that that the 
North side developments has 94 housing units in approximately 11.1 acres and the South side development 
has 88 housing units in approximately 8.6 acres. He mentioned that this is to show the difference between 
uses of space. In one of the developments there is a 2-3 acre park (Cardigan Park) that the development 
fronts. He shared images of how greenspace is used within those developments. He shared a chart from 
SmartCode v.9.2 on Open Space Typology Examples. The chart defines some open space typology terms: 
park, green, square, and plaza. Gunnerson mentioned that staff is looking at a variety of options to 
incorporate into future development areas. Gunnerson discussed how the zoning code has changed. 
Gunnerson mentioned that there are future conversations about mix of uses and connectivity.  
 
Councilmember Vanorny had requests to use some of the infill spaces with items that benefit the ecology; 
trees, prairie grass, pollinators, etc. Councilmember Hoeger had a question regarding one of the pictures 
that Gunnerson showed; he asked what type of properties were shown. Councilmember Hoeger asked who 
would maintain the greenspaces if they were not HOA. Jennifer Pratt replied that Staff is at the very 
beginning stages of development and would discuss this further. Pratt also mentioned that this is an 
interdepartmental team working on this project. Councilmember Poe had a question about the location of 
the example. Gunnerson replied with the location and some specifics about the location. Councilmember 
Poe also had questions and comments regarding the land use map and the connectivity of the overall City.  
 

b. Westdale Neighborhood Action Plan 
Jeff Wozencraft, Community Development Planner, shared a presentation on the Westdale Neighborhood 
Action Plan. He discussed the background. He stated that EnvisionCR sets out a vision for area planning. 
The first type of action plan is Neighborhood Action Plans. Neighborhood Actions Plans are reserved for 



neighborhood associations. The second type of action plan is Area Action Plans. Area Action Plans cover 
areas of the city that are located outside of neighborhood associations. The third type of action plan is 
Corridor Action Plans. He shared some past action plans that have been adopted. Wozencraft reviewed the 
guidelines which are: Assess existing conditions, including a “Visual Preference Survey” and a “Character 
Analysis”; Review and evaluate land use policy issues; Review and evaluate the transportation network and 
identify improvements that meet the needs of all users and ensure multi-modal connectivity; Review and 
evaluate service and utility needs and identify issues and solutions; Explore opportunities for infill and 
redevelopment of vacant and underutilized parcels; and Identify specific goals and outline policy initiatives 
and action steps to achieve those goals. He shared some maps of the Westdale Neighborhood locations. 
Wozencraft shared some images and maps of the reasons why the Westdale area was selected. He 
mentioned that this area had extensive damage from Derecho; Large parcels of undeveloped real estate; 
large growth potential; hodgepodge of uses; unique and diverse area of town; high vulnerability; there is an 
Active Neighborhood Association. He mentioned that this Neighborhood Association just completed 
Community Leadership Institute in partnership with NFC and NeighborWorks. Wozencraft reviewed the 
timeline for this project. He mentioned that in summer 2021 they would develop internal and external 
advisory groups. From summer 2021 to fall 2021 Public outreach would happened. In winter 2021 they 
would review existing conditions and draft a plan. In spring 2022 more public outreach would take place 
and they would finalize action steps. Lastly in summer 2022 the plan would be adopted.  
 
Councilmember Hoeger likes that this process includes the neighborhood in the planning process. 
Councilmember Vanorny is excited to see all the pedestrian aspects are included in this process and would 
like to ensure that the Cedar Terrace Apartments are included. Wozencraft replied that those apartments are 
included. Councilmember Poe is looking forward to the process and thanked him for sharing.  
 

3. Updates 
a. New Trails Murals 

Sylvia Brueckert, Community Development Planner, shared a presentation on New Trail Murals. She 
shared some background information on how this started. She mentioned that an Innovation Team was 
formed of different City Departments; Community Development, Parks and Recreation, and the Police 
Department. The team’s idea is Using Public Art to improve sites around the City that had a lot of graffiti. 
Brueckert stated that through this process they identified two spots along the Cedar Valley Nature Trail that 
would be pilot sites; the 12th Avenue Bridge and the 8th Avenue Bridge. She shared images of where the 
mural would be located for each place and maps of the locations. She shared an image of the mural that 
was selected for the 12th Avenue Bridge location from local artist Marcus Irvin. Brueckert mentioned that 
they worked with the African American Museum along with the Visual Arts Commission to select a local 
artist for the mural.  Brueckert shared a map of the location for the 8th Avenue Bridge mural location. She 
shared that the artist that was selected for this location is Katlynne Hummell Underhill and shared an image 
of the mural concept that is planned for that location. Brueckert shared the next steps for these projects. The 
City will handle site preparation and the installations should begin this Summer 2021.  

Councilmember Vanorny is excited about these murals. She would like Cedar Rapids to be known for its 
artwork in the community. Vanorny shared that in Chicago in the hotel they displayed local artists, she 
would like to see Cedar Rapids do something similar in the future. Councilmember Hoeger stated that he 
thinks that it’s amazing incorporating art within the Parks and Recreation areas. Councilmember Poe is 
happy that there is collaboration with the Visual Arts Commission and the Neighborhoods.  

 



b. Wellington Heights Neighborhood Action Plan 
Jeff Wozencraft, Community Development Planner, shared a presentation on the Wellington Heights 
Neighborhood Action Plan. Wozencraft shared some background information about the neighborhood plan. 
He mentioned that it was previously adopted in 2013, prior to EnvisionCR. He mentioned that this plan was 
created to develop vision for next 10-15 years of the neighborhood and that it is broken into seven thematic 
sections: Social Capital & Public Safety; Housing & Historic Character; Economic Vitality; Transportation 
& Connectivity; Open Space & Recreation; Aesthetics & Neighborhood Design; and Sustainability. He 
discussed specific details pertaining to each action step for the seven thematic sections. He shared some 
highlights. He shared some maps of the zoning and how it has changed. Additionally he shared some images 
of connectivity at Park Court. Wozencraft shared some Bus Service images for the area. He shared the 
historic character of the neighborhood and mentioned that he received some applications for the Historic 
rehab program.  

Councilmember Vanorny thanked him for this presentation and the work that has been done in this 
neighborhood. She would like to get a grant to get Bus coverings for locations in the Wellington Heights 
Neighborhood. Councilmember Poe has safety concerns about pedestrian access on 1st Avenue. 
Councilmember Hoeger also shared his safety concerns about 1st Avenue and safe lighting in alleyways. 
Councilmember Vanorny also stressed the importance of proper alley lighting. Councilmember Poe also 
shared her concern for the lighting and alleyways. She would like to take a look at the infrastructure plans 
for the Wellington Heights Neighborhood.  

 
4. Public Comment 
None. 
 
5. Future Discussion Items 
Councilmember Vanorny: 

• Look at feasibility of having public art in hotel and business spaces 

Councilmember Poe: 
• Update on Bike Share 

 
Councilmember Vanorny motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:06pm. Seconded by Councilmember 
Hoeger. The motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Cannon, Administrative Assistant  
Community Development 


